To the moſt Honourable, Honourable and Worthy Members of both Houſes of - 
-Parhament, "more eſpecially thoſe who have Intereſt in Mines in any. part of 
this Kingdom. : 


?T he Humble Repreſentation and Addreſs of the Petitioners for the Bill for preventing multiplicity of Vexatious Suits, 
and for Settling and Aſcert aining+ a certam Anttent and Cuſtomary Tyth in the Count) of Derby, according to the Tenor, 
* Equity and Eſtabliſhment of divers Decrees m Chaicery, grounded 04- ſolemn Lryals at Common-Law. 


F :-Boſt ÞPuUmbly ſheweth : 


= HAT whereas there is now humbly offered to the Conſideration of the two moſt Honourable Houſes, a certain Pr#- 
- vate Bil}, Entituled as is above mentioned : The intent and purpoſe of which Bill is no other, but to ſettle Peace, and 


| to prevent a multiplicity of Suits, and to re-inſtate the Petitioners (who are Clergy-Men) in the antient, juſt, and 
_ © often acknowledged Right of their Churches, by the general Eſtabliſhment of a certain Cuſtomary Tyth, or Tenth 
of Lead-Oar, peculiar to the County of Derby only. ; 
| Which faid Antient Tyth was for many Ages paſt (even till of late Years) paid and anſwered to the Petitioners Predece(- 
ors without contradiftion, and the Petitioners and their Predeceſfors have, and do conſtantly at this day pay Firſt-fruits and 
\Tenths to the King expreſly tor the ſame; And the Petitioners Right, as -well as the general Right of all the Proprietors in the 
aid County has formerly been examined, proved, and confirmed by ſolemn Uerdics 'at Common-Law, and declared and ap- 
Proved by divers Orders and Decrees of all the Courts of Law or Equity in England, and by the King's moſt Honourable Privy 
Councel, and in a good meaſure alſo, by former Votes and Debates of the Honourable Houſe of Commons it ſelf. And the ſaid 
*Right of all Proprietors throughout the ſaid County of Derby, tothe ſaid Tyth hath been univerſally confeſſed and acknowledged 
and entered on Record, and pleaded in defence of the Priviledges, Laws, and Cuſtoms, and other Advantages which all thoſe 
Perſons uſe and enjoy at this day, who are conce:ned in Mines in the ſaid County of Derby, and who ought to pay the ſame. 
And the faid Tyth of Lead-Oar is at this day enjoyed and received by many Noblemen, Gentlemen ; and Clergy-Men, the 
Petitioners, Neighbours in the' ſaid County, all of them having the fame general and ackzowledged Right, which the Petitio- 
mers have to the ſame Tyth. | | 
Notwithſtanding all which, the Petitioners are moſt urjuſlly denied and kept out of their faid anticnt Right, and ſome of their Pre- 
deceſſors were almoſt ruined and undone by long, chargeable, and vexatious Suits concerning the ſame. The Opponents of this Right 
maving cauſed the expence of more than Ten Thouſand Pounds, upon a moderate computation, in Suits at Law concerning this Tyth 
within Fourſcore Tears laſt paſt: And the Petitioners by the preſent with-holdjng of it, being deprived of a great part of the Main- 
zenance of their ſcveral Churches: And being daily more and more injured and impoveriſhed in their other Tyths, by the general 
and univerſal Liberty*allowed by the Antient and known Laws and Cuſtoms of the ſaid Lead-Mines'in rhe nit county or DerF 
For all Perſons whatever who are Subjeds of England (though no Inhabitants or Pariſhioners) to dig and ſearch for Lead-Ozr 
210 moſt Mineral Pariſhes and Places in the ſaid County, without the Land-holders leave. And the Petitioners, by the fad Experi- 
ences of the great loſs and expences of their Predeceſiors in Suits at Law againſt a multitude, and by divers other means (cr 
forth in their Petition, and former printed Cafes and Appendix thereto) being wholly d.fcouraged, diſabled and rendred inca- 
pable of following and purſuing this their Right at Law, are therefore neceſſitated, and hope it will b thought reaſonable for _ 
them to apply themſelves to His Majeſty, and the two moſt Honourable Houſes of Parliament, for Redreſs.of this their grievance, and 
for preventing Multiplicity of Suits, and for ſetling and aſcertaining to them and their Succeſlors, as well as other Proprietors, 
a more ealie way of Recovery of the ſaid Tyth. | | 
+ And whereas the numerous Opponents of this Tyth, notwithſlanding all the vaſt Expences by them formerly cauſed in op- 
poſing it, are yet ready and prepared to cau'e more Expences, and they, or ſome of them (as the Petitioners have been credi- 
bly informed) have threatned, and given out in Speeches, that they vill ſpend many Zundred Pounds, but that they will prevent 
he ſettling of the Petitioners Right in Parliament (though by what means they will do fo, the Petitioners cannot imagine.) 
And to that end, by falſe inſinuations and pretences, do endeavour to miſrepreſent the ſaid Petitioners, and their ſaid Bill, (En- 
tituled as above ſaid) to divers Honourable and Worthy Members of Parliament, who are intereſted in Mines in divers parts of 
this Kingdom, as if the ſaid Bill did, or might ſomeways affe& them or their Rights, or might be ar leaſt, a dangerous'/precedent 
to eſtabliſh the like Tyth from their Mines. In all humility therefore, the Petitioners for the ſaid Bill aforeſaid, crave leave to 
repreſent to the ſaid Honourable and Werthy Perſons, That the paſſing this their .Bill, does nor, nor cannot-poſſibly concern, 
or affect any Mine, or Mines what ever, but only the Leac-Mines in Derby-ſhire, the Eſi abliſhment teing only defired for that 
County where the ſaid Right of this Tyth hath been abundantly acknowledged as aforcfaid, and is in molt places of it paid at 
his Day. And the Petitioners for the ſaid Bill, do not found their Claim and Pretences to this Tyth, as if the ſame were a new 
thing, or as if Mines were ordinarily Tythable of common Right (as their Opponents may, to their prejudice, infinuate) ; but the 
Petitioners only deſire to be re-inſtated in the Antient Right of their poor Churches, which depends upon ſuch Laws, Cuſtoms, 
Priviledges, Acknowledgments of this Tyth, and: Payments for it to the King, aforeſaid, as wed. 10ers to themſelves and their 
own County of Derby, and therefore cannot injure nor give juſt umbrage of any dangerous precedent to others. 


, they may refer themſelves and their Caſe, to the Honour, Integrity, 
and the Two moſt 


\ And therefore the Petitioners hope, that with all humble confidence f 
| and Impartiality of all Fonourable and Worthy Perſons, and to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of His MAFESTYT, 


Honourable Houſes of Parliament, the only Potent and Effeual Redreſſors of otherwiſe-unremedyable grievances, and the common 
Patrons and Refuge of all injured Perſons, and poor deſpoiled Churches. 


And the Petitioners ſhall, and do, ever Pray, &c. 


” Note, That there has been Expended in Suits at Law, concerning the ſaid Tyth of Lead-Oar, -above Twelve Thouſand Pounds upon a moderate 
-Compuration, within £izhty Teas 5 laſt paſt. A certain Attorney ac Law, who knows the general Right aforeſaid, in the ſaid County, and has de- 
| fended the ſame, having been concerned in Suits both for and againſt the ſaid Tyth, ( according as the Quality, Intereſt or Purſes of his Clerrs 
"cid differently engage him.) is now become a Zealons Solicitor agaiplt the foreſaid Bill, *Has he not great Reaſon ſo to do? | 


